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SERMON LIIL

The Power of Christ's Refurredtlon.

Philip, iii. lo.

That I may know Him, and the Power of his RefurreHionl

THE apoftle, in the verfes before the text, b«d been cau-

tioning the Philippians to " beware of the concifion,"

Judaizing teachers^ who endeavoured to fubvert them from the

fimplicity of the gofpel, by telling them, they ftill ought to

be fubje6t to circumcifion, and all the other ordinances of

Mofes, And that they might n©t think he fpoke out of pre-

judice, and condemned their tenets, becaufe ke himfelf was

a ftranger to the JewiJJo difpenfation, he acquaints them, that

if any other man thought he had whereof he might truft in

the flefh, or feek to be juftified by the outward privileges of

the Jewsy he had more : For he was " circumcifed the

eighth day ; of the ftock of ]frael (not a profelyte, but a na-

tive Jfraelite) ; of the tribe of Benjamin (the tribe which ad-

hered to Judah when the others revolted) ; an Hebrew of the

Hehreius ^ Jew both on the father's and mother's fide) ; and

as touching the law, a Pharifee^'' the ftridleft fe6l amongftall

Ifrael, To fhew that he was no Gallio in religion, through

his great, though mifguided zeal, he had perfccuted the

church of Christ ; and ** as touching the righteoufnefs of

the law (as far as the Pharifees expofition of it went, he was)

blamelefs," and had kept it from his youth. But, when it

pleafed God, who feparated him from his mother's womb,

to reveal his Son in him, " What things were gain to me,'*

(he /ays) thofe privileges I boafted myfelf in, and fought to

be
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bejuftified by, "I counted lofs for Christ.'* And that-

they might not think he repented that he had done fo, he

tells them, he was now more confirmed than ever in his judg-

ment. For, fays he, "* yea doubtlefs (the 'i^xpreffion in the

original rifes with a holy triumph) and I do ccunt all things

but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

my Lord." And that they might not object that he faid,

and did not, he acquaints them, he had given proofs of the

fmcerity of thcfe profelTions, becaufe for the fake of them, he

had fuffered the lofs of all his worldly things, and ftill was

willing to do more ; for, ." I count them but dung (no more

than offals thrown out to dogs) fo that I may win, ( or have

a faving intereft in) Ci^RIST, and be found in him (as the

rnanflayer in the city of refuge) not having my own righte-

oufnefs which is of the law, (not depending on having Abra-

ham for my father, or on any works of righteoufnefs which I

Jiave done, either to atone or ferve as a balance for my evil

(deeds) but that which is through the faith of Christ, the

rio;hteoufnefs which is of God by faith," a righteoufnefs of

God's appointing, and which will be imputed to me, if I

believe in Christ, '' that I may know him, and the power

of lus refurreiStion j" that I may have an experimental know-

ledge of the efficacy of his refurredlion, by feeling the in-

fluences of his bleiled SpVit on my foul. In which words

vwo things are implied.

Firfli That Jiisus Christ did rife from the dead,

Secondly
-t
That it highly concerns us to know the power of

his nfmg again. ^

Accordingly, in the following difcourfe I iliail endeavour

to (liew,

//r/?. That Christ is rilen indeed from the dead; and

that it was neceiTary for him fo to do j and,

Secondly^ That it highly concern.s us to know and experi-

ence the Dower of his refurrectio:;.
*

6 ^C/^.
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F'lrjl^ Christ is indeed rifen.

That Jesus fliould rife from tl^e dead was abfolutdy iie-

jCeflary j

1. FirJ}^ On his own account. He had often appealed to

this as the laft and mod convincing proof he would give them

that he was the true Mefliah, *' 'inhere (hall no other fign be

given you, than the fign of the prophet Jonas," And again,

.*' Deftroy this temple of my body, and in three days I will

build it Mp." Which words his enemies remembered, and

jjrged it as an argument, to induce Pilate to grant them a

watch, to prevent his being ftolen out of the grave. " Wc
know that deceiver faid, whilfl he v/as yet alive.^ after three

days I will rife again.'* So that had he not rifen again, they

might have juftly faid, we know that this man was ;in im-

poilor.

2. Secondly^ It was neceflary on our account. *' He rofc

again" (fays the apoftle) for our juftincation i" or that the

debt we owed to Gop for pur fins, might be fully fatistied

and difcharged.

It had pleafeq the Father (for ever adored be his infijiite

love and free grace) to wound his only Son for our tranfgref-

fions, and to arreft and corifine him in the prifon of the grave,

as our furety for the guilt we had contra(5led by fetting at

nought his commandments. Now had Christ continued

always in the grave, we could have had no more aflurance

that our fins were fatisfied for, than any common debtor can

have of his creditor's being fatisiied, whjlft his furety is kept

confined. But he being relcafed from the power of death,

we are thereby allured, that with his facrifice God was well

pleafed, that our atonement was f.nifhed on the crofs, and

that he hath made a full, perfedl, and fufhcient facrifice,

oblation, and [<itibfaciion for the fiai: of the world.

3. Tulrdiy,
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3. Thirdly^ It was neceflary that our Lord Jesus fhould

rife again from the dead, to aflure us of the certainty of the

refurredion of our own bodies.

The do(?lrine of the refurreclion of the body was entirely

exploded and fet at nought among the Gentiles^ as appears

from the Athenians mocking at, and calling St. Paul '' a

babbler and a fetter forth of ftrange do<ftrines," when he

preached to them Jesus, and the refurre6tion. And though

it was believed by mod of the Jews^ as is evident from many

parages of fcripture, yet not by all; the whole feci of the

Sadducees denied it. But the refurretStion of Jesus Christ

put it out of difpute. For as he aclcd as our reprefentative,

if he our head be rifen, then muft we alfo, who are his mem-
bers, rife with him. And as in the firft Jda7n we all died,

even fo in him our fecond Adatn we muft all, in this fcnfe,

be made alive.

As it was neceflary, upon thefe accounts, that our blefled

Lord fliould rife from the dead ; fo it is plain beyond con-

tradiction, that he did. Never was any matter of fa6l betrer

attefted ; never were more precautions made ufe of to pre-

vent a cheat. He was buried in a fepulchre, hewn out of a

rock, fo that it could not be faid that any digged under, and

conveyed him away. It was a fepulchre alfo wherein ne-

ver man before was laid ; fo that if any body did rife from

thence, it mull be the body of Jesus of Nazareth, Befides,

the fepulchre was fealed ; a great ftone rolled over the mouth

of it ; and a band of foldicrs (confifting not of friends, but of

his profciTed enemies) was fet to guard it. And as for his

difciples coming by night and fteaiing him away, it was al-

together improbable : For it v^as not long fince, that they

had all forfaken him, and they were the moft backward in

believing his refurredlion. And fuppofmg it was true, that

they carne v.'hilfr the foldiers fiept \
yet the foldiers muft be

call into a deep f]eep indeed, that the rolling away fo great a

Hone did not av/akc Tome of them.

And
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And our bkfTcd Lord's afterwards appearing at fundry

timcj, and in divers manners, to his difciple.^, as when they

were aflemblcd together, when they were walking to Ernmrms^

when they were h(hing ; nay, and condefcending to {hew
them his hands and feet, and his appearing to above five

hundred brethren at once, put the truth of his rcfurred^ion

Out of all difputCi

Indeed, there i» one objc£lion that may be made againft

what has been faid, that the books wherein thcje fadls are

recorded were written by his difciples.

And who more proper perfons than thofe who were cye-

WitnefTes of what they related, and eat and drank with him
after his refurreclion ? " Rut they were illiterate and ignorant

men." Yet as good vvitnefTes of a plain matter of facl, as

the moft learned mafters in Ijracl. Nay, this rendered them

more proper witnefles. For being plain men, they were

therefore lefs to be fufpe6ted of telling or making a lye, par-

ticularly, fmce they laid down their lives for a tellimony of

the truth of it. We read indeed o^ Jacob's telling a lie^

though he was a plain man, in order to get his father's blef-

fing. Bwt it was never heard fmce the world began, that

any man^ much lefs a whole fet of men, died martyrs, for

the fake of an untruth, when they themfeives were to reap

no advantage from it.

No, this fingle circumflance proves them to be Jfraclitei

indeed, in v/hom was no guile. And the wonderful fuccefs

God gave to their miniftry afterwards, when three thoufand

were converted by one fermon ; and twelve poor fifherrnen,

in a very Ihort time enabled to be more than conquerors over

all the oppofition men or devils could make, was as plain a

^emonftration, that Christ was rifen, according to their

gfiifpel, as that a divine power, at the found or a few ram's

horns, caufed the walls of Jericho to fall down.

But what need we any farther witnefles ? Believe you the

refurreclion of our blefkd Lord r I know that you believe

Vol. V[. X it,
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tt, as your gathering together on this firft day of the week in

the courts of the Lord's houfe abundantly tcftiiies.

What concerns us moft to be allured of, and which is

the s

Second thing I was to fpeak to, is, Whether w^e have ex-

perimentally known the power of his refurreiStion ; that is.

Whether or not we have received the Holy Ghoft, and by

his powerful operations on our hearts have been raifed from

the death of iin, to a life of righteoufnefs and true holi-

ncfs.

Tt was this, the great apoftle was chiefly defirous to know.

The refurreclion of Christ's body he was fatisfied would

avail him nothing, unlefs he experienced the power of it in

raifing his dead foul.

For another, and that a chief end of our blcficd Lord's

rifing from the dead, was to enter heaven as our reprefenta-

tive, and to fend down the Floly Ghoft to apply that redemp-

tion he had finifhed on the crols, to our hearts, by working

an entire change in them.

Without this, Christ would have died in vahi. For it

would have done us no fervice to have had his outward

righteoufnefs imputed to us, unlefs we had an inward inhe-

rent righteoufnefs wrought in us. Becaufe, being altogether

conceived and born in fin, and confequently unfit to hold

communion with an infinitely pure and holy GoD, we can-

not polTibly be made meet to fee or enjoy him, till a thorough

renovation has pafled upon our hearts.

'Without this, we leave out the Holy Ghoft in the great

work of our redemption. But as we were made by the joint

concurrence and confultation of the blefled trinity j and as we
were baptized in their name, fo muft all of them concur in

our falvation : As the Father made, and the Son redeemed,

I fo
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fo rtitift the Holy Ghoft faniSlify and feal us, or othcrwife we
have believed in vain.

This then is what tHe apoftle means by the " Power of

Christ's refurredlion," and this is what we are as much con-
cerned experimentally to know, as that He rofc at all*

Without this, though We may be moralifts, though we
may be civilized, good-natured people, yet wc are no chrif-

tians. For he is not a true chriftian, who is only one out-

wardly ; nor have we therefore a right, becaufe we daily pro-

fefs to believe that Christ rofe again the third day from the

dead. But he is a true chriftian who is one inwardly; and
then only can we be ftiled true believers, when we not only

profefs to believe, but have felt the power of our blelTcd

Lord's rifing from the dead, by being quickened and raifed

by his Spirit, when dead in trefpaiTes and fms^ to a thorouo-h

newnefs both of heart and life.

The devils themfelves cannot but believe the do£lrine of

the refurre(£lion, andtreaible; buc yet they continue devils^

becaufe the benefits of this refurre(Stion have not been applied

to them, nor have they received a renovating power from it,

to change and put off their diabolical nature. And (o^ un-
}efs we not only profefs to know, but alfo feel that Christ
is rifen indeed, by being born again from above,* we fnall bs

as far from the kingdom of God as they : our faith will be

as ineffectual as the faith of devils.

Nothing has done more harm to the chriflian world, no-

thing has rendered the crofs of Christ of lefs effedl, than a

vain fuppofition, th-t religion is fomething without us.

Whereas we (hould confider, that every thing that Christ
did outwardly, muft be done over again in our fouls ; or

Otherwife, the believing there was fuch a divine perfon once

on earth, who triumphed over hell and the grave, will profit

lis no more, than believing there was once fuch a perfon a$

Alexander^ who conquered the world.

As
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As CimiST was born of the Virgin's womb, To mi;ft he

be fpirituallv formed in our hearts. As he died for fin, (o

muit we die to fin. And as he rofe again from the dead, fo

mufl we alfo rife to a divine life.

None but thofc who have followed him in this regeneration,

or new-birth, (hall fit on thrones as approvers of his fentence,

when he fhall come in terrible majcfty to judge the twelve

tribes of IjraeL

It is true, as for the outward work of our redemption, it

was a tranfient acl, and was certainly finifhed on the crofs.

but the application of that redemption to our hearts, is a

work that will continue always, even unto the end of the

world.

So long as there is an ch<zi man breathing on. the earth,

who is naturally engendred of the offspring of the firft Jda/n,

fo long muft the quickning fpirit, which was purchafed by

the rerurre61:ion of the fecond Jdaniy that Lord from heaven,

be breathing upon his foul.

For though we may exifl by Christ, yet we cannot be

faid to exi{b in him, till we are united to him by one fpirit,

and enter into a new ftate of things, as certainly as he entered

into a new ftate of things, after that he rofe from the dead.

We may throng and crowd round about Christ, and

call him " Lord, Lord," when we come to worfliip be-

fore his footflocl ; but we have not cfFe£tualJy touched him,

till by a lively faith in his refurre61ion, we perceive a di-

vine virtue coming out of him, to renew and purify our

fouls.

How greatly then do they err who reft in a bare hiftorica!

faith of our Saviour's refurredion, and look only for external

proofs to evidence it ? Whereas were we the moil learned

ciifputcrs of this world, and could fpeak of the certainty of

this
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this fa\£l with the tongue of men and angels, yet without this

inward teftimony of it in our hearts, though we mii:;ht con-

vince others, yet we (hould never be faved by it ourlelves.

For we are but dead men, wc are like (o many carcafcs

-wrapt up in grave cloaths, till that fame Ji-sus who called

Jl,aza*-us from his tomb, atid at whofc own rdurrc^tion many
that Hept arofe, doth raife us alio by his quickening Spirit

from our natural death, in which wc have fo long lain, to a

holy and heavenly life.

We might think ourfelves happy, if we had fcen the Holy

Jesus after He was rifen from the dead, and our hands had

handled that Lord of life. But more happy arv; they who
have not fecn him, and yet having felt the power of his re-

furreclion, therefore believe in him. For many faw our di-

vine mafter, who were not faved by him ; but vvhofoever has

thus felt the power of his refurredlion, has the earned of his

inheritance in his heart, he has palled from death to life, and

ihall never fall into final condemnation.

I am very feniible that this is fooliHincfs to the natural

jnan, as were many fuch like truths to our Lord's own dif-

ciplcs, when only weak in faith, before he rofe again. But

when thefe natural men, like them, have fully felt the power

of his refurre£lion, they will then own that this do6lrine is

from QoD, and fay with the Safjiaritans, " Now we believe

not becaufe of thy faying," for we ourfelves have experienced

it in pur hearts.

And O that all unbelievers, all letter-learned mailers of

IJrael^ who now look upon the docSlrine of the power of

Christ's refurreition, or our new birth, as an idle talc,

and condemn the preachers of it as enthufufts and madmen,

did but thus feel the power of it in their fouls, they would

no longer aflc, how this thing could be ? But they would be

convinced of it, as much as Thomas was, when he faw the

LoE-d'o Christ ; and like iiim, when Jfsl's bid liim reach

X 3 out
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out his hands and tbrufl them into his fide, In a holy cortfu-»

fion they would cry out, " My Lord and my God !"

But how fliall an unbeliever, how fliall the formal chriftiail

come thus to " know Christ, and the power of his refur-

redion ?'* God, who cannot lye, has told us, " I am the

refurredlion and the life, whofoever liveth and believeth in

me, though he were dead, yet Ihall he live." Again, fays

the apoftle, " By faith we are faved, and that not of ourfelves,

it is the gift of God."

This, this is the way, walk in it. Believe, and you fliall

live in Christ, and Christ in you ;
you fliall be one with

Christ, and Christ one with you. But without this,

your outward goodnefs and pjofeffions will avail you no-

But then, by this faith we are not to underftand a dead

fpeculative faith, a faith in the head j but a living principle

wrought in the heart by the powerful operations of the Holy

Ghoii:, a faith that will enable us to overcome the world,

and forfake all in affection for Jesus Christ. For thus

fpeaks our bleflcr Malkr, '* Unlefs a man forfake all that he

hath, he cannot be my difciple."

And fo the apoftle, in the words immediately following

the text, fays, *' being made conformable t,o his death ;'-*

thereby implying, that we cannot know the power of Christ's

refurrc6Uonj unlefs we are made conformable to him in his

death.

If we can reconcile light and darknefs, heaven and hell,

then we may hope to know the power of Christ's refurrec^

tion without dying to ourfelves and the world. But till we
can do this, we might as well expect; that Christ will have

concord with Belial.

For there is fuch a contrariety between the fpirit of this

world, and the Spirit of J^sus Christ, that he who will

be



be at friendfliip with the one, muft be at enmity with the

other : *' We cannot ferve God and mammon."

This may, indeed, feem a hard faying ; and many, with

the young man In the gofpel, may be tempted to go away

forrowful : But wherefore fhould this offend them ? For

what is all that is in the world, the lull of the eye, the luft

of the fleflij and the pride of life, but vanity and vexation of

fpirit ?

God is love ; and therefore, could our own wills, or the

world, have made us happy, he never w^ould have fent hj^

own dear Son Jesus Christ to die and rife again, to deliver

us from the power of them. But becaufe they only tor-

ment, and cannot fatisfy, therefore God bids us to re-

nounce them.

Had any one perfuaded profane Efau not to lofe fo glorious

a privilege, merely for the fake of gratifying a prefent corrupt

inclination, when he faw him about to fell his birth-right for

a little red pottage, would not one think that man to have

been Efau'^ friend ? And juft thus flands the cafe between

God and us. By the death and refurre£tion of Jesus
Christ, we are new-born to an heavenly inheritance

amongft all them which are fandified ; but our own corrupt

wills, would tempt us to fell this glorious birth-right for the

vanities of the world, which, like Efaus red pottage, may
pleafe us for a while, but will foon be taken away from us.

God knows this, and therefore rather bids us renounce them

for a feafon, than for the fhort enjoyment of them lofe the

privilege of that glorious birth-right, to which, by knowini;

the power of the refurrccStion of Jesus Christ, we are

entitled.

O the depth of the riches and excellency of chriftianity (

Well might the great St. Pan! count all things but dung and

drofs for the excellency of the knowledge of it. Well might

be dcfire fo ardently to know Jesus, and the power of his

X 4 rcfurreition.
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refurrcclion. For even on this fide eternity it raifes us above

the world, and makes us to fit in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.

Well might that glorious company of worthies, recorded

in the Holy fcripturcs, fupported with a deep fenfe of their

heavenly calling, defpife the pleafures and profits of this

life, and wander about In (lieep-fkins, and goat-fkins, in

dens and caves of the earth, being deilitiite, afflidled, tor-

mented.

And O that we were all like minded I that we felt the

power of Christ's refurredion as they did ! How fhould we
then '' count all things as dung and drofs for the excellency

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord !'* How
fiiould we then recover our primitive dignity, trample the

earth under our feet, and with our fouls be continually gafp-

ing after God ?

And what hinders but we may be thus minded ? Is Jesus

Christ, our great High Pried:, altered from what he was?

No, "he is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever."

And thoygh he is exalted to the right-hand of God, yet he

is not afhamed to call us brethren. The power of his re-

furrciSliori isas great now as formerly, and the Holy Spirit,

which was alTurcd to us by his rcfurre6lion, as ready and

able to quicken us who are dead in trefpafTes and fms, as any

faint that ever lived. Let us but cry, and that inftantly,

10 Him that is mighty and able to fave ; let us, in fmcerity

and trulh, without fecretly keeping back the lead part, re-

nounce ourfelvcs and the world ; then we fliall be chrif-

tinns indeed. And though the world may call us out, and

feparate from our company, yet Jesus Christ will walk

W'ith, Jind abide in us. And at the general refurreftion of the

Jaft day, when the voice of the archangel and trump of God
fnali bid the fea and the graves to give up their dead, and all

nations fliall appear before him, then will he confcfs us be-

fore his Father and the holy angels, and we jfhall receive that

invitation
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invitation which he fhall then pronounce to all who love and

fear him, *' Come, ye blefled children of my Father, inherit

the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the

world."

Grant this, O Father, for thy dear Son's fake, Jesus

Christ our LoRpj to whom, with Thee and the Koly

Ghoft, &c.

SERMON


